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MEMORANIUS POR: Agsistent Mrector, Fesearch and Reports
FURTECE Hepe:~s on Asteandance at the Annusl Heetlogs of the
4z sxwilmcion of Averiean Gecgraphers, i8-Zi Apri. 1960

25X1A  i. Purposs end Personuel of Trip

o geogrmaners frop the GRA sttended the 56th Amnual Meeling
s tha Angneistion of Agsrican Geographers held in Dalles, Texas, Yov

the wuepose of renewing coatacis with othex members pf their profeizion,
e laHeY DEDEYS on e wide range of tOples, presented by geographeys from

=11 paehs of the United States orpd Frca some foreign covavries.

. Pine wmembers 7Y the group astended the meelings on oificien
rwayel orders, using srvermsent-provided aiveraft for travel:

- 25X1A9a

. Rlsven wembars o¢f he progn ssteanded the meetinge op powmel duvny
shabus, uesing govermrenl -provitec anrersft Yor trevel:

25X1A9%a

25X1A%9a

. Dne mevber of tke zrow. NNNGTNEEGEGEGEGEGEGEGEGE i itnded t.‘iw
aatings and subseguenily proc: 2ied bayond ikilas oo ouwey officls
husiness bafore retursirg Lo v adgueriers.
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#.  Tals report covars whe activities of all tha sbove
ilsted persconel for e pericd of ubhe meetings.

¥, The Followimi PIrsOns WEre aiso passengers on the gUVerIme o~
srovided alreraft snd ~itended the meeting:

G, €1e

25X1A%9a

hiles

e the URE personiel sitterded, as thelr laterseds dictated,
sxesentitions of papers 0 ecormte grogreply, traneporcation o Ny,
nistory of geogrsphy. sgri-uitieal gecgrapay, climatology, industriml
and mpoudacturipg geoooaohy, Wionn gaogrephy; marckating mography,
caitaral geogrephy. @ooprashie stucles on Seatsrn Burope. nﬁygiﬂrm
. blo-apography, ceseieapby, bistorical geography, slatistloal :oc
mespuyement pecEIephy . Tilitary gacgrspby (es taugat in sevvice s¢I00.s)
fwm e meographic syop::dm on domacimevia., Each of lhe sessions i
S 5w 9 papers ob yeieched aspects of the topics apnd provoked
i d dami of lively oioeuagsion

B sowersd memhere of the geoup pertleipated in two fleld tripe
wideh bad besn arreadsi Tor atispdess at the meetiags. Uns of e L)
e w0 sil dey trip woien owevided & orces sectiopsl stuady of m»
ng hevysen Delims a6 the Avsuskle Mowrdning in sownness UKIRnOUw
“sym gevcad $rlp provided an cpoowbvaliy for & briel stirly of the o
s ofF Dadles.

s Conwadns wers rapswed Wit mowbers of the geographic prozissun
nropriate excharass of views snd informstion were cenductal.

; WEXe &.50 WAtz with seversl TOIRLFn ZRIgCaphers wao wers Lo

; feandm ¢ g%t the mestirge. In thvse ixetsncaes whers sourses OF plhasiid
imteiiiocence poteatinl were ideabiffed, periizent ifpiommtion ams o
wcie ayvaiisble o the sporopsiote offwcers Jor sUDSBQRETE 2¥PLORT

P
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d. in sddivion, thers were numercur interestiag 2xbhibil; preema i
hy universities. hook and mawsp publisheve, and egquipment manuluriurers
which were exeminad by the members attending.

25X1A
. Bifficuliles
25X1A
#ith the insreasing varticivaticn of Soviet Bloe persoumsl ip tha
martings of the ALAG the matter OF professiomsl affillation seams 10 be
taking on 8 mOYR serinsus tone. Paxticiperts in the meetipgs from otres s
overmmentel asgeacies uwsuaily identify theixr agency.
25X1A9a

a?"fniatiom Oz Polish vartizivart obssyved that the Sply glverimgr’
I!a 8.) geograpbar he knew wes the "luntelligence geograpber,
bl over wha world.
The obsarvation was parried with the remeilk that the person gquestiourd
worked for the Dapartosent of ﬁ»fz»nee and that there wers geogephtrs
woriking in wany offices of the U. &. Govermpent. The Cansus Buresn

and the Depertment of interior wcnre eimd a3 othey offices in vhich
aecivaphers wers anployed. In addition, the AAT publisited o ist of
thoge registered at the aeedings . end mozt of cur peonle wace jaated

ag baing with the U. 3. Govoronent, & listing thet is rather oonopdosors
among the varied affiliationa giver by otbhar geographsrs as tiw mteting:.
%% ig falt that the publis listing of so wany people in this wsnner. s
#ith this affiliation, is undesirable. It mny be wall o cobnsider the
moTe sxtensive wss or CLA persommal attendivng cunt

Hona
>0 Hvaluation of Trip

The trip wes highly beneficial to thoze attendins in el it
provided an opportunlty o rewew contact with geographgrs in wplversis .o
and non-governmental institutionsy enabling the gyoup to lenrys: of ve w1h
orograns under way which are of direct iptelligence Intereg: o the Hiw
rovided knoviedze of now techniques and methodology: and generally seesd
to stimulate thiaking along professionel lines. The alr £light to aad
Tyom the meetings. and the Tileld trips. ware most valuable Lo geormeihara
in bt they provided the oyportunity for the obserwmtion o raricus
shencmens in the landsespe frog botn the aiy and the groumd. Consideabla
wunbelllgence uged in the noymal duty sesigmments of many of the peabaiw
of this growp 1s collected in these waye msad this experiences will assint
them in evaluating the relisbiiity of information derived i whis wamy- .

O S N
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. Besommendations

%, For ths remscn staled Ln pevagraph 5. 1t is recommended that
the practice of encowraglng the nmaximan permissible oubers of GRA
persopnel to attend ARG eetings be eombinued.

. Une of the meabdi s of the GRA vas listed in the official
orogram of the meetlngs ns discussant of one of the papers presented;
nig sffiliation was given ae U. 8. Govermment. This belung the case
it is recommendsd thet the msgbers of the GRA, in attespdente of sueh
maetipgs, be given explient pemmission to enguge in informal dissussion
af pepecrs which are viihin their fisld of competence and which will
ant anvolve the disclosure of classified sourees or materials. There
is a reluctence on the: puit of GRA attendees at thase meetings 10 speal
out when they bave a legiiimate difference of opinion wiith the idees
wrprepsed or when They omid make a uzetul contribution teo the presentatior
The reluvctance is born, of course, frum thelr security indoctripation
and its implications . A stetemsnt ouilining the conditions emd mevacds
T guch participatior would incremse the wvalug of the weetings %o etn
Shee A personnel end wo the field at loyee.

25X1A%9a
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